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[Mr. Dean]
‘Language
Exchange’

groups
By Deanf&#8 dean-dean@qqg.com

Who feels motivated to join with a
group of people who all speak a foreign
language? Honestly! I think it’s quite
hard work but we all learn I guess. For
my Cantonese I feel motivated to
practice often. I guess it’s just
interesting when people feel motivated
to contact me mostly because they want
to practice their English. Sometimes it’s
a real blessing, making up for a language
barrier (especially with my non
Guangdong local friends). This month
has shown a little change, with more
people wanting to use English with me.

I setup a social club on a popular
social networking website. Actually I
was motivated to do this because an
English girl messaged me on this same
site, wanting more English speaking
friends who lived in our area without
having to travel into more typical
‘gweilo’ (R ££) hangout areas. I outlined
that everyone in the group is to use
English when they come together. The
group targets mostly foreigners,
overseas Chinese as well as people who
would like to improve their English and
make more English speaking friends.

My first event has not yet
happened, but by the time you read this
it will have passed. I expected a few
people only. Mostly I expected only

people from around the areas near the
Shenzhen border on the Hong Kong side
(North District). 'm a Western guy, but
I like to take people out for ‘dai pai
dong’ (Z&HEY) which is where I
scheduled the first event, almost two
weeks ago. Another friend made some
group for people who want to learn
English for free, so now I'm being
bombarded with friend requests because
I’'m about the only gweilo on the “Learn
English for Free” group. I added one or
two so far, it’s just a little crazy. I
wonder how many language exchanges
end up like this: 5% of the English
speakers feeling like they’re being
stalked by 95% of those wanting to
become their new ‘language exchange
buddy’. I added a girl, I wonder if my
wife will be jealous. I think maybe it’s
more likely for a girl to seem keenly
interested in making friends with me;
guys can take it or leave it. Oh, I didn’t
mention that the ‘dai pai dong’ event has
around 12 confirmed and 8 people
saying they might also come last time I
checked.

What kinds of people feels
motivated to join with a group speaking
a foreign language? I guess that’s both
me and you. Wow, I’ve made some
embarrassing mistakes speaking
Chinese, more then I know I am sure.
My wife is also Chinese; her siblings can
speak English however her parents
cannot, so I'm constantly in the position
of the silly guy trying to communicate.
One time my wife told me to call her
Dad uncle (#{#X). I knew with sister,
brother, mother, father you can use the
sound the suffix ‘aa’ at the start, so I
tried this with uncle when I greeted him.
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In Cantonese culture doing this
with the word uncle is some kind of not
polite term for some old guy (F/#Y), her
family were laughing at me behind my
back for quite some time before I found
out I made this mistake. I walked
around for months using a term for
already owning something before
realizing I'm telling people I'm pregnant
(/). 1 think I sound like a child quite
often; picking up terms and words from
my work in the Kindergarten I don’t
think helps me sound less like a child.

I guess it’s good for us to know
we’re not the only one who knows what
it’s like to speak like an idiot in their
second language and still have
motivation to speak.
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